Dear Jonathan, 10/24/91 

Le$fce as the hero, improbably hero, of two consecutive World Series games, reminds 
me af an earlier improbable Series hero. 

Circa 1930 Howard Ehrnke was a pitcher for the Philadelphia Athletics. Cornelius 
HcGillacudy ( phon ) , better known as Connie Hack was the manager. Home field was three 
blocks north of where I was born. 

Hid-season Ehrnke got hurt, Thd a's were a very good team, good pitching and fine 
batting, i presume you have hoard of some of ghem because of their excellent records. 

(Did you know that Al Simmons was born Syxmanski?) Hack correctly believed that he did 
not need Ehrnke to return to tAe lineup so he didn't. But vhat nobody knew is that H a ck 
still had plans for liim. So, Ehrnke recovered and kept practising. But he did not appear 
in any game. 

The Chicago Cu&s won the National league pennant. The first game was in Chicago, 
like all game! of that era, a day game. Some of my recollections are quite clear, like 
where I was and what 1 was doing. The details of the game are not. 

I was then in high school and made a little money by operating the radio counters of 
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a couple of 5 and $0 cent store ha®p advanced myself from /‘'eisner* s to Kresge's. Its 
Wilmington store was at 8 and Market Streets and the radio department was in the basement. 

These radio departments sold only parts in those days when vacuum tubes were new and 
radios were powered by betteries, three different ones for different purposes. I made a 
little extra money by building 3-tube sets for people, at E5.00 a set. These sets had 
three dials, each controlling a separate tuning condenser. They were about 1 9-1 J inches 
i^ong, meaning wide as faced. I had one on display and working in Kresge's radio depart- 
ment. In those days that also required an aerial of copper wire, with insulators at both 
ends, of the roof, with an insulated leading wire to the set. 

That one was a rather good set. Speakers in those days were still made 0 ^ what was 
like an earphone at the base, a stand that would not tip over easily, pointing upward into 
a sort-of horn, narrow at the base and flared out at the open end, which was gradually turn- 
ed at a 90 degree angle. 

Telephone lines were used to relay the broadcasts to the stations th&t carried them. 

The one I had tuned in, I believe, was a Philadelphia station, although Wilmington then 
had one. 

There were two surprises. One is how few people gathered to hear the game broadcast. 
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(I'm not now sure but I tliink Graham MacNamee was the announcer.) The other is that Hack 
started Ehrnke, catching the Cubs and all others by surprise, and Ehrnke, after half a 
season without playing a game, won it. I think the A's took the series. 

Most people did not have radios. Those who did not await the papers, those who 
wanted the game as it progressed, did get them in a long-forgotten way, by large black- 



in Wilmington and^presune by similar means elsewhere. One of the then too Wilmington 

evening papers had carpenters make a primitive balcony outside several of the second- 

storey windows. That is where the blackboard v/as. Play-by-play then was by telegraph, 

Morse code, transcribed on reception. The tejje graph operator, which all papers then had, 

wrote out what he translated from code in longhand. The man who operated the blackboard 

posted on it what he was handed by the telegraph operator. 

Crowds blocked the street. There then was more horse-drawn traffic that auto and 
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truck. But for the tine of the Meries it all had to detour. Perhaps some did make their 

way through the crowd slowly but it was faster to bypass it. 

in those days there were no women tliat I can remember and women did not gojfc to the 
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games, hot that I recall, in any event. I do not recall /eeing any there and I did see 
some A's and Phillies games over a period of seveaSi years. The last A's game I saw 
was the summer I graduated from high school, about 1931. 

If you have any interest in how it was with baseball then, how we kept up with the 
games before radio, I have some recollections and can tell you. 



